
PEDB17-121: Education movements and pedagogy in the 19th and 20th centuries 
 

The aim of the course is to provide students with information on the 19th -and 20th centuries' most 
prestigious learning world. It is about the major educational movements of the 20th century and the major 
changes in pedagogy. The criticism of classical pedagogy, the reform pedagogical movement and the life 
reform movement, which is with closely linked to. The course pays particular attention to social and 
professional changes that had influenced the pedagogical policy. 
The course will explain the main models of the modern school system and the development of modern 
education science. The effects of the change in mentality at the turn of the century, the diverse and 
differentiated pedagogical responses to the crisis caused by modernisation (urbanism, industrialism and 
secularization. 

The course describes the most important reform pedagogical models, individual and life reform 
motifs, and community movements integrating pedagogical tasks. The course outlines the main 
characteristics of the reform pedagogical and life-reform models and social movements. It highlights their 
specific situation after 1945 (given the differences between the West and the East), and then indicates the 
impact of the 1968 student movement (to this day) on life reform, the school system, and pedagogical 
culture. 

 
Expected learning outcomes and related competencies: 

 

Knowledge: 

• The student is familiar with the models of the modern civic school system, the process of teacher 
professionalization, the functioning of the reform pedagogical and alternative educational 
institutions that are a criticism of the Herbart school, the community life of the school, its 
pedagogical culture, its institutional operating practices, and strives to analyse and examine them 
in a responsible way. 

• The student is familiar with the fundamental legalities of pedagogical reforms and pedagogical 
developments that are unfolding as a result of social change, as well as simpler external and 
internal processes affecting the course and effectiveness of effective development. 

Attitudes: 

• The student accepts the necessity of social and professional change, their diversity, their different 

social goals.  

• The student is receptive to the knowledge of the pluralistic (reform and alternative) effective, 

forward-looking teaching methods and the adaptive development and application of the particular 

context. 

Skills: 

• The student is able to learn about the functioning of the various educational institutions, analyse 

them, evaluate them and explore their development potential. 

• The student is able to grasp the differences in development processes, interpret it in relation to 

local conditions, develop smaller similar plans (e.g. epochal education, module plan, project plan, 

which will establish, and subsequently the tasks of organisation development and quality 

management). 

 

Main topics 

Main contents: 

Topics will be closely connected to the field of educational practice and research and will be selected 
together with the students. 

1. The development of modern European nation-states and the modern school system, its main models, 
is the professional professionalism of the teacher. Modern educational science is the formation of 
Herbart and his disciples, the influence and reforms of the late herbalists. Role of Jena Training 
School V. (Stoy), Jena-plan, P. Petersen 

2. The 1880s: a general mentality change: the changing role of childhood, the social construct of 

Aim of the course 



childhood and youth. The development of experimental pedagogy, children’s and youth studies: 
Children’s study movement, its domestic and international influence (László Nagy, School of Action, 
Szeged) is the first of its kind. The emergence of a new system of welfare for children. 

3. The creation of modern industrial society, the impact of urbanisation and its criticism – the general 
social crisis of the end of the century and the reflections on it – are “out of the grey walls of the city”: 
the social reform movements of the era – the paradoxical nature of life reform: 1. As a 
“counterculture” of modernisation – 2. Such as a new mentality; 3. As new religions. Secularization 
and the spiritual, quasi-religious nature of movements. 

4. The relationship between life reform and the pedagogical reform movements of the turn of the 
century (common motives). Criticism of the “traditional” school and the new children’s myth – Ellen 
Key: The Century of the Child. The new concept of children, child-centredness (representatives) – 
new child anthropology in the spirit of natural children needs. Feminism, woman education.  

5. New elements of the rhetoric of reform pedagogy – the interconnectedness of cultural criticism and 
school criticism: The New School movement – back to nature – rural foster homes (Examples in 
English and German). New forms of young child care in the spirit of the Rousseau principles: Maria 
Montessori’s pedagogy and its specific characteristics and influence in Hungary. 

6. Rudolf Steiner and the Waldorf pedagogy (and its Hungarian aspects) are the concepts of the 
pedagogical foundation of the early 20th century. Social reform movements and reform pedagogy.  
Tolstoy and anarchism, the Marxist labour movement and life reform: Celestin Freinet’s pedagogical 
concept. 

7. John Dewey and the pedagogical concept of American pragmatism: “school should be life”. Dalton-
Plan, Winnetka-Plan, Kilpatrick and the project method. 

8. The relationship of Hungarian life reform and reform pedagogy in the spirit of urban policy reforms 
in the capital: István Bárczy’s urbanization reform (school organization, welfare measures, Wekerle- 
Garden city). Reform pedagogy in the interwar period: New School, Family School, School of Action, 
Garden School) is its academic emancipation, its acceptance in the thirties. 

9. The main trends, individual and community forms of the life reform movement. Major “educational” 
social movements: individual lifestyle reformers (vegetarianism, nudism), community Singing Youth, 
Scouting, Scouting, Women’s Movement, Hiking Movement. 

10. Back to nature! – Communes, art settlements (Gödöllő), agricultural settlements, third-way exits, 
utopias: The peasant myth of Dezső Szabó, the idea of László Németh Garden-Hungary, the quality 
socialism. 

11. Youth is the key to the future: alternatives to educating young people. People’s college movement 
(folk high school), settlement movement, talent management – alternatives to cultural uplift of young 
people of poor peasant origin. 

12. The rebellion of the new generation after the war: sixty-eight student movements and new 
pedagogical aspirations – alternative political and pedagogical movements (Beat and rock music). 
Reform pedagogy and the role of alternative schools in European school reforms of the 1980s and 
1990s. 

 
Planned teaching and learning activities, methods: 
The course consists of the combination of autonomous student learning, peer support, and online 
collaboration (Canvas). The course will follow several communication patterns: lecture, seminar, group 
presentations. The course will require active student participation.  

 

Evaluation of outcomes 
 
Course requirements 
Students are required to: 

• actively participate in class discussions 

• systematically use digital learning platform (Canvas) 

• group work 

• write a reading journal (10 pages) 

• oral exam   
Mode of evaluation: 



Activity Score 

Participation in class discussions 10 

MOOC 10 

Group work and oral presentation 25 

Reading journal 25 

Oral exam 50 

Total 100 

 
 

Score Mark 

86-100 5 

70-85 4 

61-70 3 

51-60 2 

below 51 1 
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