Title of the course: Social Cognition and Consciousness

Description: The course will focus on the role of the social environment in shaping human cognition
and on the way humans process social information. The course will focus on the topics that are
currently in the spotlight of psychological research, while maintaining an interdisciplinary approach.
Among others, theories from mind philosophy and evolutionary biology will be incorporated in the
curriculum. Special emphasis will be placed on research with children (and occasionally animals) in
order to give students a better understanding of the origins of the functions.

Aims: The aim of the course is to give students a detailed overview of social cognitive processes both
in human adults and children. During the semester students will gain extensive knowledge of the
currently investigated topics in social cognition and will learn to critically evaluate theories and
experimental evidence.

Main topics: theory of mind, joint action, naive sociology, social intelligence
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